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Barbis. 
C Tbe pzeface of þ ob tian ſlutout 


f des, ſo that (as it apperet$) 
in no realkme they haue bene 
epted, Alſo we mape percepue , that 

in Italie, alf tHoutHbe they vſe varpye farre 
from ours (foz Pauynge is as kytteff vſeb 
tgere as bear des be here) yet haiß there ben . 
greatte variance fo2 the ſame cauſe,q names 
j am3ce the cler gie wks wr a ſerned mi 
of that countrep, ca Pierins Vafe- 
ri an, wꝛote a piſtelk to the Car dinall Medi⸗ 
ces foz the defence of pꝛieſtis beardes : whi- 
che J gane tr anſfated into oure Englyſſpe 
tonge, partly foz the cauſe afoze named, and 
part ely bicauſe J $aue euer vſed to weare a 
bearde, and haue ben many tymes cHalkens 
ged and rebuked foz the ſame . And gere if 
is to be noted, t$at if it be pꝛoued no vnmete 
thyuge fo2 a pꝛieſte to weare a bSearde, who - 
ſpul d both © vere? 288 
and an honeſte evample, it may ſeme ſo mo- 


che the moze ſuffe able in a fahe manne, Be 
942 parads 


De ſacerdotum 
peraduenture J mpabt be indged of ſomme 
men to be a verp pꝛeſumptuous perſone, by - 
cauſe that J Hanynge but fyttekfe lernynge, 
wolde take Ippon me fo tranſlate. Howe 
Be it, wHan J ſawe it was no great weighty 
matter, it made me ſo moche the moze bolde 
to pꝛocede, in folowynge myn inte nt. 

Furthermoze where as g haue founde mp 
copy in many pkaces very fedions, by plen⸗ 
fuouſnes of wozdes, haue in mp tranſla⸗ 
tion Pſed a Poker wap, gatheryng to gether 
the effecte of the matter, as J thongßt moſt 
mete foz my purpoſe, 

Moe oner pf J hane in any place varped 
farte from the true menyng of the ſentence : 
J do ſubmytte my ſelſe to them that be bet⸗ 
ter lerned, deſpꝛyng them to holde me excu⸗ 

ſed, and to accompt it as an Pnferned 
mannes ace. But ſBoziky fo cons 
cfude, pf thoſe that ſpall rede 
this lytell Boke, do wey the 
maler ind ifferenteky, 


J truſte they 
part 


fynde it pꝛoued by good reaſon, 
that berdes ar nat ſo aretfy 
to be diſpꝛeiſed, buf ra 
ther fo be Bſed g 
wozne. 


8 ige moſt 

iexins Vakerian fo (Ge mo 

CT father, the Cardin all 
4 Medices, 


©: bycauſe moſte renerende 
A father, there be dpners,not 
Af of ſmal l auctozitie, goo 4- 
Wt Boule to tempt the pope (gᷣa⸗ 
22 uyng no regard to his ſyck⸗ 
nes, wherewith be is nowe 
grenouſky veped) to b2png vp agepne a lawe 
of a certayne connſepke concernyng beardes, 
ſtrengthed and renewed (as they ſap) by A⸗ 
keyander the thyꝛd, whiche befoze our tyme 
a fewe peres , Gathe bene kepte, and by our 
dapes, JI thynke wozthyly fefte , Tberfoze 
ye haue warned Ys all, that lyue Pndex pour 
dominion, to bectynne fo Paue our beardes, 
befoze this commaundement be put fozthe ; 
and ſo we Pak? solhe be epaumple to other, 
and alſo do that wyllyngelp, that elles we 
ſpulde be compelled to doo by a fawe. Tbe 
whiche lynge we are redpe to obeye, onely 
moued by pour auctozitie and iudgemente, 
without conſtraynynge of any lawe, Howe 
be it there be many wyſe, counnynge, ye and 
alſo vertnous men, that akkowe nat greatly 
this matter, and iynke by oc meanes the 
3 gray 


De ſacerdotum 
Fane their beardes ſoz humil itie in diſppſing 
of appareſk, that they myght be diſſigured, 
and hadde in deriſion amonge the people, iße 
wbicbe pe raduenture we graunt in ſße arynge 
of the heare aboue the cares + but there 16 
not one man, that dothe welk conſpder , wolk 
indge humilitie in takynge ſo moche care foz 
ſmothenes of the mouthe. Foꝛ truly ſp auyng 
of the chynne and all tHe face, deganne of a 
wycked and a delycate mpnde : and they that 
often dſe it, are in ged without doubte , fo be 
of the feminine ſozte, touch they haue mas 
nye other good qualities and excellent Pers 
tue s. g myght reherſe here foz my purpoſe 
cyaumples innumerable of alk the aunc iente 
men, 6othe of grekes and hebzewes: bnt bi⸗ 
cauſe we be Romapns,and it is the Romaine 
churche, that we are nowe in Hande withaf, 
if ſd alk nat varie farre from our matter, pf 
Befoze we ſpeake of thynges doone in oure 
tyme, we fp:| referſe the dedes of our ſoze⸗ 
fathers. Wherfoze nowe kette vs ſee , Howe 
the Romapns in ty me paſt eſtemed beardes. 
They truely lyke manly menne , were fone 
ere they wotd ſuffre any barbours | 
tbepm, and fo: that cauſe the auncientis of 
them amonge w2pters were called foz the 
moſte parte, the LuſPauen men. g 
O 


men, Apþzicanus vſedto be Panen dapeky : 


Barbis, 

1 Of truthe the. ++ pere after the bupk- 
dynge of Rome, tbe vſe of barbonurs was 
rennde : ihem P. Ticinins Mena bzougßt 
out of Sicilia, if we mowe belene Varro: 
And Plini al ſo eareiſj wytnes, befoze that 
tyme thep fpued vnſß auen, and fyzſte of all 


whom Auguſtus Octamanus folowed verp 
difigentfp. And truefp Scipio was ener caf- ? 
fed a ſofte and Prem fs 9h ſo that His 4 
defpcate facion and ſtrange apparell, neyiher | 
after tHe maner of the Romaynes, noz pet 
ware kpke, and alſo his great ſfouthe,is ſpo- 
ken of fo this dape : Jn ſo moch that in that 
ſame buſpnes , whiche was of greatte and 
as weighty as ener the Romapnes Had anp, 
. 
Ca 02 o 

of Italie, and ſafegarde of them ſelfe , and 
the honour of thep2 name: be was compłei⸗ 
ned ofemrnin ihe towne way = pings 
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De ſacerdotum 
pꝛouerbes of auncient men, and admytfe ye 
be not daſt ar des and cowardes, but ſtronge, 
evcekfent, and triumphant, pet by that meas 
nes ye minyſſPe a great parte of pour głoꝛy. 

But what pak? J ſpeke now of Auguſtus ? 
be without doubte was neuer ſo moche ſuſ⸗ 
pected to be of a fempnate mynde, by the 
Band verſis that he wzote in the Bapnes , as 
by the often d ſe of ſ auyng. 

But leeſt J Pukde bꝛyng in many evamples 
in ſo euident a matter, in conckuſion, alk put. 
tynge away of heare Hath ben eſtemed, at al 
tymes, and bp the conſent of all people, to 
be as it were a certapne womannyſße thpng, 
By that it came Pppe, that certapne nations 
wold Paur tbepz beardes whan they mours 
ned (in ihe token of ſo20we) that they might 
Bewaple they wꝛefchednes with a womans 
nyſße facion, bycauſe they tHougHbt, it agreed 
not fo mourne with a mankye bearde. 

And truly the Romains did eſteme their ber - 
dis of ſo gret honor, that t5ep wold neuer pic 
ture Jupiter, iheir god, without a bearde, 

Of bow moch auctozitie @ grauitie berdes 
cauſid the anciẽtis of the toun of Nome to be 
it apperifh plainly bi this that folo with: wgẽ 
Rome was taken of the Senons, a their ens 
mies were entred, euery one of the faders ſit 
fyng 
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Barbis. 9 

ting at his dooze, with that beardly dignitie, 
620ucht their enne mies (af fHongh tbey wert 
right crnekk) in fuche admiration , that they 
thonghte euery citizen, that they ſawe ſo ſpt, 
had beye a god. T yfke at the laſte one, that 
was ſomewhat Bol der than the other, began 
to ſtroke one of the ſenatours beardes : and 
be wokde nat ſuffre hym, but ſtrake hym with 
a rodde. Foz the whiche dede theyz cruel en⸗ 
nemies being wꝛoth, ſlewe al thoſe ancient g 
Honozable Romapnes, not feuuynge one a- 
lyue. Thus pe mape ſee, that they that the 
NRomaynes ſwozde coude nat tame, were ap⸗ 
pe aſed by the renerence sf their berdes: And 
agepne thoſe Romapne rather choſe to foſe 
theyz kynes with theyz berdes, than to haue 
the mateſtie of they monte defifed , Pet g 
wok not deny, but certapn peopfe,pe g alſo of 
the noble ſoꝛt, cõ maded the berd to be Bans, 
g ſuffred the heer of the heed to grow fog be 
hind:the which thing they ſap, the Lacedemo 
nid s did. And Homer wꝛiteth, tgͥat the As; 
tes firſt diuiſed it: @ foʒ the ſame cauſe ( Pot - 
lu ſaitg̊) they were callid E uß oiãs with the 
long heer behind. Alſo wht Timeus deſerinid 
Hecto2, he pʒeiſed his goodly loge Seer, han 
gong down at his back: But that thing made 
the Lace demoniã s Infike aff other W 
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De ſacerdotum 
And al ſo manye other fonde tfpnaes were 
bought vppe by the ſame , far re frome the 
cuſtom of other kyndes of people. Tbe cauſe 
why that toey commanded beardes to be Ba 
nen, and to nouryſſße the Geer longe behynd, 
was to the intente that they mygßte be the 
moꝛe ſafe in batay{e,Bycauſe thepz ennemies 
ſpul de hane none aduantage, in takyng holde 
by they chynnes. Moe ouer if ißey dydde 
purpoſe to fle, they Pnkd remembze a fonge 
boundelk of heare to hange downe beßynde 
at theyꝛ b; ackes, wherby they enmies might 
take they handes ful, and d2zaw them backe 
ageyne: and ſo fo2 feare of that, they ſp ul d 
not intende to fler, but lyke men witHout o- 
ther hope of remedy, bol dly reſift and aſſayle 
their enne mies. But when this conſtitution, 
and thoſe that ruled in that tyme, were ones 
wo2ne out and foꝛ gotten, if was neuer moze 
after Pſed, 
But nome to pꝛocede to ſuche ihynges, as 
appertepne to oure matter, J wolde verye 
fapne, tHat thoſe delpcate fefowes out acs 
cuſers , whiche are ſo extreme ageynſte va, 
bycauſe thep thynke it ſoo moche vnſemel p. 
that a pꝛieſte ſhulde weare a bearde: Pulkde 
declare to me, what ſylthpnes is in a berde . 
Foz truely J can fynde in it nothynge filthy 
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Barbis. 7 
no2 diſßoneſt. But to tbe end it may the moze 
plapnklyp appere, lette vs fyꝛſt deckare what a 
beard is : and ſo parauenture if there be any 
thynge in if amps, we (Pak percepne it. There 
be many thynges, whiche are hydden in the 
bectynnpnae , that by the definition Palk be 
moze openty knowen. 

The bearde is a garment ſoz manly cHhekes® Te de 
gyuẽ of nature foz comfynes g fox Hekthe : g nition 
therfoze the latine s named it a garment, and 
thoſe that were ſd auen, they counted them as 
naked and vnc adde. And afſo pe Pak fynde 
w2ptten in manye ancfours theſe wo2des ; 
T bep: chekes were cladde with yon ge wol- 
fp Geare. That a bearde ia a foken of many 
nature, the thynge ſelſe dolhe ſpewe moze 
playne, than any man can deckare. 

Diogmes, whiche deſpiſed all ſpauen fas 
cis, dyd not withont a cauſe make this aun - 
ſwr re to a barbour : hat He ware His beard, 
to the intent he myghte euer haue in remems 
62aunce, that he was a man. Und pet to this 
dape, akk the nations of the Eaſte parties, 
where ſo ener they ſe men with ſueße ſmothe 
faces, they calle them women in ſcozne, 

Alſo it is 6ad in rememBbzance, how Afep - 
ander of Macedone, a-pzince of great name, 
was ſcozned bothe of his ſubiectes and K. 
0 


bearde 


| hy nas 
| ite ays 
Lethe a 
dear de. 


De ſacerdotum 
of warre , ye and al ſo of alk nations, by - 
cauſe be wolde be ſpauen, to ſßewe hym 
ſelfe feminine : And Athenens dothe wyt⸗ 
neſſe in Chziſippus, that he was the auctour 
of ſhauynge. 

gt is openly knowen amongeſt all kynde e 
of men, that chyldzen, women, gelded men, 
4 thoſe th at are tender and dekycat, are ener 
ſene withoute dear dis: and therby it map be 
eaſily vnderſtande, to whome thoſe that are 
ſPauen, map be fpkened. But leſte we ſpulde 
tarie to longe in ſo euident a matter, fette vs 
paſſe fozth to other thynges ,whiche we pur⸗ 
poſe to ſpeake. 

T bat the berde is gynen of nature foz com 
lynes, we map pue by this, Where as nature 
hath carnyſPed trees with bzdches g keues: 
ſike ſwiſe to me foʒ the moze icveſing of their 
dignitie, ſße hath apparelled them with Heer: 
in fo mocbe that the poetis put no difference, 
but plainfy affirme, that men ar as moch dif 
figured, whan theyz bear dis be Panen, as 
frees be, wha their leues be fallt from the. 

Jt was nat fe nanght, that Haliabas, with; 
many 0ther epcelłẽt phifoſopbers did waite, 
that the berde of a man was giuen of nature 
fo2 comelynes q dignitie. And ſoz that cauſe 
thou ſp alt fyud, (hal euery one of them, if be 
were 


were but fpffeff bearded , eyther on the oner 
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lyp one ly, oꝛ efs vpon the verpe toppe of his 
chynne, as often as he 8 chelde hym ſelfe in a 
akaſſe, 02 put his hand to his month, he wold 
put great faute in nature, and 
ſel fe, foz be inge ſo made, F 02 like as peerfes 
are eſtemed tHe moze pꝛetious foz their gret 
nes, enen ſo of the greatnes a bearde taketh 
his pꝛepſe. 

Artemi dozus ſaytße, that the father s are 
wozthy to be Honozed, chan their chyldzen 
be ſene with manly be ardes. 

Furehermoze it is woztHye onre fabour , fo 
ßere the opinion of Lucian,wbhiche tHonabt if 
as moche Pnnaturak fo Pane a mans beerd, 
as if thou ſpuldeſt go aboute to Pere a fpons 
maane, 

Tgheſens the diſcipke of Hercules, whiche 
at te that iyme was mooſte evceſſente in 
ſtrengthe, wolde neuer Pane His bearde, to 
the intent he mpabt pꝛoſeſſe his vakyantnes 
By that ſame mannely ſtake. And foz that 
cauſe ſome men ſaye, He made a fawe, that 
ponge men ſpul de Pane thep2 ſp2ft beardes , 
and offre theym to the goddes, as a deere 
and thanke fulle gyſte, — that no⸗ 
thynge mygbte be offerred moze merter foz 
that age : and al ſo he wolde dedicate that, 
as 
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as the fpzſte fruites, to the flodes, g to the 
god Apollo, acco2dpnge to the ſuperſtition 
of thoſe dayes. But this is no fo our 
purpoſe. But Plinie the ponger, in His tyme 
dydde very moche pzepſe Suph2ates, an eys 
reffente Philo ſopher, the whiche optepned 
mocbe honour by his great and white beard, 
Foz beardes were ſo moch Henoured in ofde 
tyme, that a philoſopher wifFont a Bearde, 
was Yerp lytelk eſte med. Moze ouer he that 
had a bearde, evcepte his lyuynge were ap- 
pꝛoued in granitie of maners, He was pueff 
repozted amonge the people ,bycauſe fie go⸗ 
no2abke bearde and his hab ue was inſpabte, 
. and the philopher appered nat. Jn ſo moche 
| . that the moſte aunciente and diſcrete men in 
1 thoſe dapes wolde indge botfe wpſedome 
| and good maners to be ioyned with a beard, 
Fett tgat Furthermoze as concernyng the helth that 
earde cometr6 by a bearde, we map pzoue by this, 
Tiſets. 1$at ſoz nouryſpynge of hym ſelfe it ſuckets 
1 out the abundant g groſſe humonrs from the 
chekes, and 6 — me anes —— the 
1 - feethe pe fonge [rome e: whiche doth 
1 not fyabteky — PEER to tHoſe that are often 
| Ban Jo they (foz the mooſte parte) are 
fl other totheles longe befoze tHepp tyme, 02 


efs they bane verp moche peyne of iy” 4 
ache. 
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Hit neuer ſo pure and chaſte, is vnſanerpe fo 
them, onely by the meanes of our Beardes, 
And they allowe no pzieſtis, but fHoſe , whis 
che ageynſte the ſentences of moſt ſob ze and 
wyſe men, cutte awap the woziPpp of man- 
Goode . Jn ſo moche that if any man denp fo 
(Pane his beat de: bp and by they wolk ſuſ- 
pende hym, and deſpyſe 6ym kyke one that 
had foꝛſaken his feyth. Foz truly thep think 
where a bearde is, there can be no goodnes, 
no tofkynes, no2 no perſecte religion. And 
ſpeſte of alk they ley ageynſte vs, the power 
of the lawes, ctpenge oute that all tHpnge 
(atk fall to miſchefe, if we ſap, ihat the Fa- 
wes are nat to be cbeped.But without donke 
they knowe full welk, Howe moch we efteme 
tbe lawes. Therfoze they are ſomoche the 
Bol der, bycanſe we Gane ener gladly apuen 
plate to ſuche argumentes. 

Vet fy: let them tel me, whether ißey wpk 
allege foʒ them the lawes of nature, 02 the 
fawes wꝛitten, oꝛ the lawe s taken by the eps 
aumpkes of 6okpe menne, 02 elles the lawe s 
o2depned by the inſpiration of the Hokp goſt. 


Y fynde that theſe fonre haue bene kyndes 


of faudable lyuynge, enerp one in his tyme: 
wherby that menne mighte haue ledde their 
kyues, in as moche as pertepneiße fo dy⸗ 
nine 
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nyne ihynges , frome iße be of 
te wozkde hytherto, botGe with faude and 
pꝛeyſe to them ſekfe , and ſalnation of their 
ſoukes . Then if they wolf alle ge tHe kawes 
of nature, that 8 von thepz _ 
des, the thynge if ſelfe wolk repugne agein 
them: pe 2 Both wyſe men and foles, 
as man as are nowe, oz as ener bene * 
ſyns any man could remembze, can tet tem, 
that Nature Hat made women with ſmothe 
facis, and men rongß and fukk of heere. And 
moze ouer it bathe 3 — * 
tbynge, to ſe a woman With a beard, ihᷣougß 
4 — =_ kptteff, as the Grekes ſtozyes 
ſPewen of tHe woman byſſPoppe , whiche a⸗ 
mongeſt the Pedaſenſes was chiefe ruler in 
the ſacrifice of 4. Tberfoze who ſo 
euer, By any crafte 02 buſpnes, gothe aboute 
fo make a man beardfes, it may be fepde fo 
his char ge, that he hath done ageynſt the la- 
wes of Nature. 

¶ To this they wolle make aunſwere, iat 
Nature hathe made many thynges, whiche 
were but of ſmalke effecte , tyffe after bp 
mannes pile they were bzonabte to a bet- 


onelp fox meate, and water foz dzpnke na- 


ture bath 02depned ; whexof mans yt bats 
B 2 dini⸗ 


De ſacerdotum 
diuiſed to make both B:eadde and wyne, wits 
man offer delpcates. 

Al ſo nature hatß ſette aff placis as a wpko 
dernes, fulk of Parpe thozne os, buſes, and 
great frees , where ſoone after (He inne ntiue 
wyttes of men haue diniſed to make gay gar 
dens, goodfy ear able feldes, fayze medo wee 
and oꝛchardes. And fpke as many ihyng es 
haue den bzougßt to a better ozder by the ins 
uentions, by the perſwaſpons, by ihe conn 
nynge, and 6p the epperience of wyſe men: 
enen ſo it was o2depred, that beardes ſpulde 
be Panen to putie awape the diſcommod itie. 
But me t6pnket6, that thoſe delicate law ⸗ 
pers mygßht welk be kpkened fo ie Sybary⸗ 
tans, the whiche in fpke maner diſkr oped alk 
the cockes in theyz countrey , leſt with they 
impoꝛtunate crowyng befoze dap, ihey Pukd 
be diſeaſed in they ſwele moꝛznynge 6. 
But pet this gothje well, ip̃at the Fawe of na⸗ 


of nafure, and flee to a kawe wzptten ſoʒ the 
commoditie of a fewe perſones „ in whoſe 
helpe they putte aff theys hope of Victoppe. 
Bul there be thꝛe maner of lawes Wwpytten, 
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bp auctozitie of the appoſtefks . The thprde 
is the Decrees made by the power of the bi- 
—_— — wits the kale 

auſe anne 
Moyſes, fet ße fyaſt ſe, whether 4 
be commanded there 02 not. Verify if ye > 
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De ſacerdotum 

Afſo it is foꝛbydden in the Leniticaff Bokes 
to alt people in generalle, and ſpetiallye to 
the pꝛieſtis it is a commanndement wihone 
anye exception, that they ſpall not Pane 
theyʒ bear des. 

Further moe amonge other miſeries, whi-s 
che god thzetnethe to the YYoabitics, by the 
wo2des of the pꝛoptzete Eſaie , well nere in 
enery chapiter be ſapthe : Thepz — — 
ſp all be cutte aweyp. Here pe mape ſee, $0 
moche this token of a womannpſße —, 
was Hafed amonge them, 

It is not foz — that tHe honourabke 
memozie of Aarons bearde is ſongen 9420 
in our temples befozc the anffers vo god and 
his ſainckis : in ſo moche that the oyntment, 
wherwith bis bearde was annopnted,is gad 
in remembzaunce, 

Mo ꝛe ouer the people of Nazareth, thoſe 
mooſte holp menne , whiche were dedicate fo 

god, dydde lette growe they buſſpes and 
beardes , in token of holynes: And fo2 that 
canſe we rede, that ſayncke John Baptyſte, 
the meſſanger of C6:ifte, wolde neuer ſuf⸗ 
fre the heare of His bred noz bearde fo 
be cuffe, 

And by what argument moze playne, maye 
we pꝛoue beardes to pkeaſe God, 3 
ffis, 


this, that the fathers, 33 


reiße in ihe 


Barbis. 


no chyl derne, they made vowes fo let 
beardes growe © The whiche t if thoſe 
fat$ers had thoughte vnth anke full to god, 
doubtekes they wolde not haue Goped to op⸗ 
feyne anp grace of 6pm by ſuche Bowes. 

They wil bout doubte beinge warned of the 
offence, that per auenture certapne defpcate 


6 
— 


erroure, and alſo to — — 
—— of God, by the me ane 223 


— pe ſp alt ſynde amonge the He⸗ 
bzewes , 3 tymes beardes ſp auen, 
where any vnſuſferabke peyne, 02 — | 
chednes dpd happen to them , to the intente 
they mygßt Pewe them ſelfe as men ſpoyled 
of alk thepz welkthe . U hole dape, pe a hole 
pere wolde not ſerue me, pf J Pafd continue 
after this maner, to rememb ze aff the pfa- 
ces and epaumpfe s wzitten in thoſe dapes, 

where — are commended : tige whi- 

che t6ynge ſeinge it is ſo plapne , Ji6pnke it 
not mete to conſume anp longer tyme in a 
mattier ſoo openkpe knowen , It appe⸗ 
ofde fawe , that beardes were 
not fozbydden , but ozdepned to be woene, 
B + and 


De ſacerdotum 
and comutaunde d by God hym ſelſe, noi to 
be putte awape. , 

Nowe go to, let Bs come to an offex ſawe, 
wbiche oure chꝛiſten religion hathe fol owe d. 
1529 yere. This fawe is named by our dis 
nines the lawe of grace, whiche we demde 
into the klawe of example s, iße / lawe w2i- 
ten by the inſpiration of the hole ghooſte. 
The lawe of ex ampfes is of ſo great aucto-s 
ritie, that that alone ſuffiſeth, as it apperits 
By the wozdes of Chꝛiſt, wHan he hym ſelſe 
pꝛofeſſed to gyue evaumple to 8s. — —5 
we are euer wonte to p utte Chᷣziſte afoze Hs 
fo2 an ex ampłe. And by that argumẽ i Jgna 
tiua, ige diſcipfe of ſapnete goßũ the 
ackiſte, was moued ageynſt the ſuperſliciouſ⸗ 
nes of certapne menne, whiche thought them 
ſelfe the holyer, bycauſe they abſteyned ener 
from fleſſße. Chaiſte (ſapth he) dydde eat e 
fleſſpe, Peter dyd eate feſÞe, and thoſe that 
fokowed after: wherſoze Pufd we than vn ⸗ 
der the colour of holynes take awey the ca / 
tynge ther of. Chᷣꝛiſt hat h gyuen ds epample, 
tg at what ſo euer He hath done, we Pulde do 
the ſame, as farre as our power doth eptẽ d. 
And ſo we map plapnly ſape, that enery ai ie 
of CH2ifte our auctour, is a lawe and fozme 
of our lyuynge. And this beinge graunted, g 
woide 
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wolde woytte of our accuſers, whether they 
haue any commaundement, ſapeng, 02 evamo 
pe of es dothe epiger com- 
maund, oz ſpe we, oz at the leeſt weye agree, 
that mens beardes ſp uld be ſp auen. without 
doubte there is none ſonnde of that maner, 
On tte other parte the eyaumple of Chzifte 
bym ſelfe, whiche is ſayde ener to weave a 
bearde : and the maner s of Peter g Paule, 
and all the appoſtels, may be iudged a ſuffi⸗ 
cient defence foz beardes. And there be cer - 
teyn men, which ſo deſcriue the face of Chꝛiſt 
by — of their foze fathers, that thep 
affirme, 2 
nepther be is none 0 peynted noz 
caxnen of the grekes , the latine a, noz none 
pn ee it is openky knowen. | 
to whom chie ſely was gynen by the 
auctoʒitie of our chʒiſten fepthe , we picture 
6ym in our temples euer with a bear de, both 
in bzaſſe, in mar bull, and with colours. Noz 
we ſe no man pictured with a greates berde, 
Han Paule, whiche was a maiſter of our li- 


ſette fozth great beardes. 
off make that if is 
To this they w 17 2 
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gut a lyghi argument, to dinine by pictures, 


what maner of face Chꝛiſte and his apoſtifs 
had, ſeinge if hath ener ben graunted to po- 


etis and peynters to fepne what thep kyſte. 
welk kette Bs graunte to that, pet neuer the 
feſſe ye can not denye , but if is the gener alle 
agreemente of aff menne , hat Cg ꝛiſte 6ym 
ſeffe and his apoſtefs, whiche are the cHiefe 
auctours of our pꝛieſtis, Pakbe peynted x car 
nen wih beardes : by tGe whiche common 
conſente if mape eaſifkp be percepued , thqat a 
Bearde hath ſome good pꝛopzetie perteyning 
to Gokpnes, and doth bzynge pꝛeyſe to enery 
Goky man. 

The gentyles vſed a cuſtome, to Pewe 6p 
the hab yte of they goddis, what ih ynges 
they eſtemed oe e pꝛecious amongeſt them. 
And foz this cauſe the Lace demonians dpdde 
not onely picture Mars fpke a manne of ar- 
mes, but alſo fo2 the moſte parte alk otger 
goddis and goddeſſis: foz bycauſe they eſtes 
med nothynge moze pꝛecious than armour, 
thei t65n16t if beHoued the goddis to be gar 
nyſped with armour. 

The Pbenices, whiche were only apuen to 
marchandiſe , dydde appareple Al goddis 
with put ſis fulk of money: bycanſe they iud⸗ 
ged him moſt bleſſed , that had moſt * 


=o 
So infpke maner Bicauſe we tGynk nothing 
more Honorable th a bevd,we inge it beſt to 
picture our god, q bis diſcipkes bear dis. 
Deriky we can nat p2one, that ener 


John, the meſſanger of Chꝛiſte, was 


no2 qt ſayncte James, who amongeſt of 


00 6 of a Fertnous mpnd was 
— foꝛ this, that ge wolde neuer 12 
fre 6ym ſeffe to be ſp auen. And ſßp alk we vn- 
happy people, blame in any man, 02 —_ 
vnder peyne of curſynge, that thynge, whis 
the was by the allowance of all people ſuf / 
fred in thoſe holy men, taught by Coziſt our 
ſauiour, and very ſonne of god, and rekened 
amonge the warkes of dertne, as an evam- 
ple of a and a moderate fpfe ? But 
nowe of kate, we haue not onely lefte the 
name of good mane ro, gut al ſo the veri right 


pathe wap of the ſame. 
d his name by ige 


gamis, whiche = 
continualk Repynge of Juſtpce , was moche 
peepſed, bycauſe he neuer vſed Paupnge noz 
fr. Und Derive | not$er yet waſPpng in bapnes, 
Ehe deſpiſe Faning,s ſue ar fond de 
fifesr Thus if our fo2d god ware a beerd in 


t af the 
be no 


De ſacerdotum 
auctours of our fepthe agepnſte Seardes: foz 
what cauſe then Pukde we regarde the con- 
demnynge of beardes by anp kawe, oz feare 
tbe tozetnynges of any man, ſeing god is on 
dure ſpde, whoſe ſonne we folowe in that 
Habyte © 

The fourthe parte of our matter is, fat 
we ſß alk ſerche, whether this diſanuffpng of 
Beardis be commended oz not in iße tHpzde 
kynde of wꝛitten fawes, whiche were made 
By the inſpiration of t6e holp goſte. | 
Of truttze the gides of our Bertnous lyning. 
called holy men, haue ozdepned ſome confti- 
tutions, witboute any mencion made befoze 
of god oz bis diſciples, 02 any epampłe Pe - 
wed, but oneky ſtpzed vp (as they ſape) by 
that ſame godky inſpiration,the t6in - 
ges nede nat here to be referſed Of this 
ſozte are ihe decrees of the tounſela, I mene 
thoſe, whiche we are bounde fo befeue, Foz 
G belene this, that a generalk counſelk txuelp 
gethered, determpnet6 nothynge concernyng 
our fepth, witgout the inſpiration of the ho⸗ 
ly goſte, and them we ought al way to allow 
and fir mely befene. But the lawe of maners 
and cuſt omes, Farienge ofte tymes by the 
meanes of the place, tyme , 02 condicions of 
the perſons, ſauer er 


> > \ 


„ 
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yet our actuſers p2epared of ißeſe 9 
taken out of olde vulgar Fokes ,and putte as 
pn nft our armie (fe connſeff of 
55 er printf ap. — *. 5 they 
warre agepnſte beardes pi theym, 
and (ae . 22 like 
as ihough the 
tyfulk warke of — — done by 
ſpiration of the holy gooffe : and * 
ge, wbiche in tyme pale dy dde not — 
a cauſe ſpewe Ffym ſelſe mercyfulk f 
that made Bowes to let their Cotes grow, 
ſpulde nowe be ageynſt hym PER ide coun 
ſeffe of Carthage, and 
fruefy ßowe 


beardes. The whiche thynges 
vnwozthy they are to be counted the actis of 


god, the moſte innocent eßyt de in ihe woꝛlde 
map perceyne: pet thoſe fekcwes are not a⸗ 
Pamed to make god fe auct our of ſneße ab 
iecte and fykthye buſpneſſes . But ihongße 
they2 ſeblenes of bʒayne ought fo be fozgy- 


nen, bycauſe ffep can not 1 ol wyt- 
tes to concepue hygßer 6 pet it is 
wy ſedom to take hede, f 11 8 


of goodnes, ihey ſpulde decepue 
Therf foze nowe kette Ps here hete what aw they 
2 oʒ ihᷣem, and that is ffs. 

ci nei; comam nutriant, neq; barbi. 


De ſacerdotum 


Cferkes aſk nepther fette grow n_ — 
ſpes noz bear des. They ſep, this f 
fyꝛſte made by the La p 247025 
renewed by Ade the 
thed by manp of kater tyme : 8 that ie — 
not to be deſpiſed of wh As thou we were 
ſuche maner of people, that we wold mfozce 
ſome thynge ageynſte the lawes: 02 ele that 
we dyd not vnder ſtande, if men ſpulde begyn 
to deſpyſe the lawe a, that ſoone after euer 
thynge wol de be 620ught out of frame : and 
than Pulde we ſee holy and PBnhoky thynges 
mit to gether, nothing holy, nothing honeſt, 
noʒ nothing landably done. f 02 whe the fas 
wes are ones b20ken,the recourſe of march 
dyſe betwene citie 7 citie Pakbe loft, the leege 
of the people pd all not be kepfe, no good — 
der ſß all be regarded, no reaſon, no Juſtyce, 
noꝛʒ no ryabte Palk remayne. Jt Poulkde be 
le ful than foz euerp man to ſeade His Fife af- 
ter his owne luſte: than ſpulde we ſee ſuche 
fron8fe amonge all ſoꝛtis of peopłe, tHat we 
ſpuld be c onſtrepned to Hpde vs in the wod- 
des, to crepe in to dennes and deſerte places 
of the erthe, to be kepte ſafe from the inna⸗ 
ſions of them that are of greatter power, 
wherfoze g thynk that a law made, allowed 
of the reulers, and ſtrengthed by the vſe 4 
| the 
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the people, onght to be kept of al men. what 
ſPakk we do therfoze in this caſe £ There is a 
fawe fapde ageynſt af? our reſone, our mat- 
ter is at a poynte, we are 
Patered a620de, and put to fly 
of delycate perſons be are all 


| , tHere may no Heer 
on our facis, and fo ſpcke one wozde ſos aff, 
pe and that a ne we wozde, we muſte become 


womankpke . This is enen the very 
that our accuſers haue choſen onely foz the 
defence of their defpcatenes .With this ihey 


x 


euerychone , with this tHynge alone, 
thynke fo diſtrope vs : Ho that 
of holy oꝛders haue ſmothe and 
cis, they Palk be puſted away 
ters, igᷣey ſp alt be putte out of 
there ſß all be no place, where people 
leſte free foz them to abpde in. But we 
to fonge kepte ſilence. 

Ther ſoze nowe go to, leite Fs bayng 
onte armye agaynſt 
alle , lette Bs wynde adape 
that ſame ingyn that is iße chie ſe grounde 


of our 


111 


Ty 


& 


churches 


124 Fe 
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of our warre, g ther dy we Pak ouerthꝛowe 
all they Hokke power, 

J denpe it pkapnlky , J ſay it is not made in 
the counſaike of Carthage. 02 we map fight 
ly pꝛoue, that certapne peres afoze tpme,foz 
kacke of a true copie, theyꝛ bokes were falſ⸗ 
ly pʒinte d, and this woꝛde radant, ſp auen as 
wape : whiche chaungeth the holle ſentence, 
Foz the mooſte ancient, moſte holy, and moſt 
wy ſeſt men do agree, that it is redde in Gra 
tian after this maner, Clerici neg comam 
nutriant, nei; barbam radant, Cterkes Bat 
nother lette growe their buſſPes, noꝛ ſPaue 
they beardes. There is no man can denpe, 
but theſe wozdes are wzyften of the counſel 
of Carthage. Jt was Happye , that this 
ſame ſtozpe of counſels was of late Bzougbt 
to lyght: wherin with ont doubt the counſe ll 
of Carthage dothe agree in this ſentence , 
with t6e olde wzptten bokes, whiche are in 
the lib ꝛarie of Pafarine : and there of truthe 
we fpnde if waptten thus: Clericus nec co- 
mam nutriat, nec barbam radar, H cſerke 
Pall nother lette grow his buſſpe, noz Paue 
his beard, 


At this our es wape pale, therfoze 
fet vs ſtycke to it fpke mey we alk ſee Bpon 
them with an other wyng, whiche Pak e on⸗ 


ſtreyn⸗ 


* 


re 


» % © 


Barbis. 17 

ſtreyne them to gyue oner inc ontin ent. 
They allege theſe wozdes fokowpnae , to 
be redde in a piſtif of Alepander the tHpzde , 
waitten to the archbyſſPoppe of Canturbus- 
rye, Clerici qui comam et barbam nutriunt, 
etiam inuiti a ſuis archidiaconis tondiantur, 
Cferkes that lette growe theyz buſſßes and 
beardcs, ſpalk be ſp one of theyʒ arcHhedea- 
cons, whether they wyk oz not. But lyke as 
in the ſentence befoze, ſome vneleane Bauer 
bath Panen awap a wozde, ſo by kpke, here 
inthis piſtykf of Alexander, ſome Bzapnefes 
fekowe bath added to a wozd. Foz by the a- 
grement bot6e of well ferned and appzoned 
auctours, it Pukde be redde $ns : Clerici 
qui comam nutriunt, ab archidiacono, etis 
am ſi noluerint tondiantur, Cferkes that let 
growe their buſſßes, ſpall be Bone of their 
archedecon, whether they wylk oz not. And 
this appe reth pfapnly to be the true redpng, 
Bycauſe the interpʒetet s ſape, this ſentence 
was taken ont of a law, made in the connſefk 
of UcatSenſe, And therin without doubte if 
is fo wzitten : Clerici qui comam nutriunt, 
ab archidiacono, etiam ſi noluerint, rondi- 
antur . without any mention makpng of bar 

ba the bearde, 

Afſo in the fourth 2 Tokefan, it 
was 
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was commennded , that tbe dockonrs and 
chiefe pzekates Poukde Pane aff the Ipper 
partis of their heedes, and to Feaue on the 
neither parte a carfand of heare aboue their 
cares: gut as foz the bearde (Hep neuer 
thought theron. 

Hfſo of the buſſße onefy , we ſynde fpke 
tommaundement in many pkacis , in rhe de ⸗ 
trees of auncie nt 6pſFops , fo gether with 
other thynges concernynge the fpfe of pzie- 
ſtis: Finally Unicetns by the pzeceptes of 
the apoſteks, decreed, that the clergie Pufd 
not nouryſPe they ꝛ $uſPes +: and ſurefkp He 
wokd not haue paſſed oner, without ſpekyng 
of the bearde, if he had eftemed it a thynge 
vnh oneſt. Foz of trut6 to nouriſpe the buſße s 
is the facion of women, 02 efs of ſuche men 
as fpne defkicarfy and vnchaſt. Foz the fonge 
Geared people were ener eſtemed both of 
grekes and Latmes foz a token of foule fuft 
and fylthye lyuynge. wWherfoze the fawes 
wyllynge reſigious men not oneky to be with 
oute vycia, but aſſo to eſcghewe the occaſp-s 
ons of the ſame , doo not withoute a cauſe 
fozb$pdde theym fo nouryſſße thepz buſſpes, 
But ageyne cn t6e offer ſpde, hit beſemethe 
menne fo bane fonge beardes, fo2 chiefelp 
by that token (as J Pane often ſapde) ihe 
vigo⸗ 
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vigozous ſtrengtße of manßode is 3 
from the tendernes of women : ſo that wo- 
men onghte to nonryſſpe thep2 buſſes , and 
men thep2 beardes . Ind foz this cauſe _— 
pꝛʒieſtis were commannded bp — —— 
nation of the ſolemne c ounſel o pe inten tht 
not to Pane tHep2 beardes, o 
they mygbt ſeme (kyke as they be) 
Bewe as if were a cerfapne maieſtie — 
owne kynde, in theyz vtter apperannce. 
But pe fokowe the Rodians , whiche Had a 
fawe amonge theym ageynſte Paupnqe : and 
yet commonly tHep were alk Panen, Ve be- 
gynne akſo nowe to countrefepte theym of 
Byſance, wHoſe maners Chꝛyſippus dydde 
mooſte hate foz that ſame cauſe, Foz thep 
dydde not onefp make fawes ageynſte Pa- 
uynge of derdes, but alſo oꝛdeyned extreme 
punyſſpementes foz the ſame, and pet the 
moſte parte of them, ſyke as pe doo, foued 
fo be Panen, 

Thus mape pe ſee , (Gat in manpe places, 
tbe frowardenes of yuellſe people, diſtrope 
manpe tpmes the good maners , Aud kette 
no manne marneyffe , tHowabe falſe and 

cozruptky waptten bokes haue done moche 
har me by the ſpace of ſo many peres paſte, 


oo that by the meanes of that exroure , 
C2 manp 
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many decrees, punyPmentis of the pꝛoude 
and {abbo2ne, and cruekk chaſtiſmges haue 
bene 620ugHt vppe. O go 30d flozde, dow mas 
ny thynges PBalf pe fynde in alk of de bokes 
Gere and there moſte fantily redde © Howe 
many wozdes chaunged © Howe many cfeane 
fefte out © Howe many ſtryken onte? And g 
wolde to god, that there were ſewer at this 
dape, whiche of theyz iniquitie doo Kuren 
many thynges. 

But beßzolde g ßeſeche pen, what Garmes 
ryſe by reaſon of depzaued Bokes. The ſen - 
fence of Gelaſius the pope, in the oðᷣ.diſtin⸗ 
ction, in our ſpirifuakk fawe is thus: Vene- 
rabilis uiri Sedulij Paſcale opus, quod — 
roicis deſcripſit uerſibus, inſigni laude pr 
ferendum, The paſcaff wozke (ſapth Geof 
that Honourable man Sedufius , whiche be 
w2oke in Her oicakf ver ſis, is areattefp fo be 
pꝛeyſed : And pet hytherto pe ſpalk fynd wzi 
ten in bokes, that go commonly abzode, in 
the place of Heroicis uerſibus, hereticis uers 
ſibus, whiche turnet6 the ſentence after this 
manex : T be paſcak wozke of that onour a- 
bfe man Sedulins, whiche he wzote in erro - 
nious 02 hereticalt verſis, is greattely io be 
pꝛeyſed. This one fakſe woꝛde bought ſu⸗ 
che a ſuſpicion to certayne men, which were 

trne 
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true ꝓfeſſers of the lawes, ihal ißey 
aff poetis verſis were erronious : and 
they were nat wozihpe to be accompted a⸗ 
monge good men, though they intreated of 
holy matters : wHhiche tynge we ſawe was 
alſo after ſuche a maner perſwaded to the 
pope Adꝛian the. Si. that be Hated no kynde 
of pepke woꝛſe then poetes, thynkyng that no 
thyng that tHep dyd, was wel done. And yet 
to this day there be ſome diſcrete pꝛekates ſo 
diſcepued with this falſe redynge, and with 
that other errour of Pauing,that they t$inke 
no man wozthye to be « pzieft , that epther 
maket6h verſis, oz weareth a bearde : ſuche 
a thynge it is ones fo taſte an pueff opinion. 
But we ſPakl lette paſſe to bꝛynge in any mo 
evaumples, ſeinge we ſee daylp Howe ofde 
auctours haue ben cozrupted by the meanes 
of falſe wzyters . Noz wolle not reberſe 
bowe vngentilly the olde fawpers were in- 
treled, y our kawpers that cam after them, 
Foz after thepz warkes were ones cutte in 
pieces by Tribunianus ,and ſuch offer bou-' 
chers, tei did not kepe theſe peces to geiher, 
but ſuffred weknere euerp Pnferned man fo 
adde and minyſſße at his pleaſure: and pet 
the ſame ſcrappis euykk and fakſeky recited, 
be taken foz kawes, and they kack not a — 
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ſozte of defenders, 

Thns many ihynges are dapfy b zougßt to 
kpabt, whiche gyne vs warnpnae of the er- 
tones of our fo:efathers, wherin they haue 
bene oner ſene this many pere s, 02 decepned 
By the falſenes of Bokes. wherfoze it is the 
keſſe me ruaple, if the decree of the connſelk 
of Carthage, be founde nowe other wyſe 
wytten, than it was put fozth in tyme paſt. 
eff go to, we haue ſette here a ſure fun - 
dation foꝛ oure defence: A fawe is recyted, 
whiche we haue pfapneky pꝛoued no fawe, 
Nother berdes ar not fozbpdden by the faw 
of exaumpkes. Jt is afſo pꝛoued, that it be- 
ſemeth euery good and Honeſt man ro weare 
a bearde. Neuerthekeſſe they b2pnge fo2 the 
one reaſon to make them ſeme Romapnes, 
and yet they intende to folowe the defycate 
maners of the Sicilians. Many of them ſup 
poſe , that beardis were diſanuffed by the 
popes of Rome, Bycanſe the Grekes d ſed to 
weare them : Foz thep ſep it is not fefuf foz 
a pꝛieſt of ie Romapnes to fokowe theym 
in habyte @ maners , that haue fozſaken the 
churche of Rome. Therfoze we muſte ſß aue 
our berdes,epcept we wol be Heretikes 02 re 
belles. To this what other anſwere Pak? J 
make, but that our accuſers be „ 
goo 
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good men (g wok not calk them inuious, ṽp⸗ 
kandy ſpe, noa vnlerned) but may happe moze 
ſimpke than good men ſßuld be: which thinle 
that beardes ſpul de be deſpiſed of ie Ro- 
maynes, and that the people be accurſte tHat 
weareth them, and akſo they thynke, where 
ſo ener they be, they make the place vnholpe 
and $oyde of alk good kucke, bpcanſe the 
grekes wok not obey fo theyʒ t Y 
J marnayke from whenſe thep gatfe iheſe o- 
pinions , wHhiche gowe foolyſſße and Gowe 
chyldyſſpe they be, eue ry manne perceyneiß. 
Foz if ißey wyk affirm it to be done bytauſe 
of the grekes : g beſeche pou letie ihem telt 
me to what tal ian it at he doone good, oz 
what Hathe tHe pope gotten by it, when the 
ſame diſcoꝛde path ben the cauſe of ſo many 
euyfs , whiche pet abboz2eth any man to re- 
memb2e , 

J wofkde fo God oure fozefathers ßadde 
not benne ſo wyffulle and fulke of ſtryfe, 
ſomme bepnge to extreme in kepynge of cer 
fapne ceremonpes and fawes, whiche were 
but of ſmafke effecte , ſomme in makynge 
of newe , ſomme in bzeakynge and chann⸗ 
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gynge of ofde cuſtomes and maners , the 
te manpe peres. 

thoſe 
tor 


| wbþpebe adde benne kep 
| (9 ſpeake onely of * bycauſe 
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topnges that pertepne to the feptbe , are of 
an other kynde) but yf ſuch buſpnes ha d not 
bene, we hadde not fofte ſo manye ſoztis of 
people, noz ſo manp reakmes , The areekes 
had not fozſaken de, we hadde kepte ſtylle 
the Jle of Hegei, we had not loſte TH2acia, 
we had nat koſte tHe realme of Byzance, we 
Had nat koſt af? A ſia, nother Hiernſakem had 
nat ben inhabyted with infide la, ſo greattely 
fo oure diſhonour, pe and to ſpeake of later 
ty me, fo ſuch cauſes Boeme and Germanie 
ſp ulde not haue ſette ſo lyght by the pope, 
Foz in gouernynge manp tymes ſome inciden 
tis happen, whiche are of ſo ſmalle weyght, 
that they maye be eaſily eyther graunted oz 
els ſuffered : ihe whiche thynges if they be 
ſubbo2neky denied, they canſe indignation 
amonge the vnlerned people: And ſoone af⸗ 
ter indignation cometh chᷣauffynge and mur - 
mouryng, after chauffyng daily increaſing of 
malice, a Poztky after malice cruef enmities, 
and than moztakk warte. than our fozefa- 
thers commaunded the Romapne pꝛieſtis, to 
Paue they beardes, in diſpite of the grekes, 
to the intent there myghl be a difference bes 
twene the Romapnes and them: they cauſed 
the Grekes fo be ſo veped with that ſame diſ 
ſention, that they bare euen as greaſe g kpke 
malice 
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malice agepnſte Bs than, as ige dpdde alte 
the tyme, whan they hauyng war re 
them ſelfe, were of ſo miſchen ous a mynde, 
that they hadde fener make a leage with the 
Turkes, and ſeke the fefowPpppe of them, 
than to aſke helpe of vo, oz recepue our aide, 
whan it was wylkynglfy offred. And ſo they 
weve deceyued, and by the fals fapth of their 
ennemies betraped, and vtterky diſt royed. 
Tbep loſte theyʒ kyngdome, thepz countrep 
was ſpopled, fGepz anffters were robbed, 
made vnholp, and lefte deſokate: and by and 
by we were bzoughte in tHe ſame perpffe by 
the meanes of thepz chaunce. To the which 
people if that thynge had bene granted, that 
was of none effect, the name of c$2iſkendom 
had ben ſpzedde abzode bothe far and wide: 
neyther that ſame coote of our kloz2d,that gad 
no ſeame, had bene rent in ſo many peces 4s 
we ſe if nowe adapes, 
But what nede we to make mention of 0- 
ther mens damages and fautis, wHhanne we 
map ſe, as fonchyng berdes, ſuche variances 
at home at our doozes,that it bath bzougHhte 
Pp a perpetuaff ſckaundex to the hygß oz3dev 
of pꝛeeſthode. Jn continuance of tyme the de 
lites of our fozefathers came ſo farre fozth, 
that by the meanes of dare x, the people 
5 was 
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was ſo diſgniſed, that men and women were 
ſcant kno wen a ſonder: And by ihis if hap⸗ 
pened (if the tale be trewe that is in enerye 
mans mout$) tak a woman was c$oſ# pope 
of Rome, to the perpefuakk rebuke of that 
ſame holp oꝛder. Jn rememb:aunce of whi- 
che dede , the Romapnes to this dape ſpewe 
the place, poyntynge with a fynger, where 
that ſame high woman pꝛieſte, beinge in tbe 
popes ſtede, dyd trauayle of a chylde. And 
leeſte ſuche an other channte myght happen, 
many men bekeue, that ener after if was oꝛʒ- 
deyned by a fawe, that the ſame foly of oure 
foꝛefathers ſpulde be openty deckared at the 
ſtallyng of eue ry ne we pope. Foz at the Puk- 
pit of ſapnt Jobfi, where is gethered to ge ⸗ 
ther on that ſolemne feaſte dap, a great mul⸗ 
fifude of peopke, of alk maner of nations: 
the ne we Poope is there conſtrepned , in iße 
ſpabt of them all, to pꝛoue hym ſelfe a man 
by many ſufficient wytneſſes. And whan tze 
toyng is ones pꝛonoũced by the vopte of the 
crier, bp and by it is ſpewed abouke in enerp 
plate: and than we befcue ſurefp,we haue a 
fanfukk man to our pope , when it mygßte be 
enidently knowen, we had him that we ought 
to haue, without any ſuch woͤder ment. Tze ſe 


g ſay be the thynges, whiche hane comen * 
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in ſyme paſt bp the ſmothnes and delpeatnes 
of ſo auynge, where on the offer part it was 
nener founde , that any ſache inconnenience 
came by the meanes of beardes , If the ma⸗ 
ners of pꝛieſtis are fo be cozrected og foked 
nere vpon, it is beſte to take hede, that they. 
wic he are cHoſen to that honeſte dignitie to 
be minifers to god akmightye, Pukde not be 
defpled with vile occupations 02 offices. Let 
them kepe no vittaykynge Houſes , ket them 
be no marpners , fette them weare no fonge 
daggers, oz ſuche other weapons, let them 
weave none armour noz pied garmentis, fef 
theym not falle to quaftynge 02 to dzonken-s 
nes, finally fet idem fozbeare af ſuche thin- 
ges, whiche do ewe lyghtnes, folyſßenes, 
ox Pnckenkpnes. Truely if our accuſers gad 
taken hede to theſe thynges, they had de not 
Ben ſo lyttell regarded of enery man as ihey 
be, Bunt when ihey deniſe with ſo great dili⸗ 
gence to condemne their berdes whiche doth 
increce their dignite, they do not only deſerue 
to be diſpzeiſed, but alſo they brynge them 
ſekfe in to ſekaunder of wapwardeneſſe and 
ſuperſtition . g ſpeake this foz no makpce, 
but hit greuethe me fo fee ſomme menne , 
verpe epceffente offerwapes bothe in ler. 
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0 Bufde befpe them, whiche bein ge decepuid 
By ſome fookes, what ſo ener Wes de, Inder 
the cokour of goodnes, fat into ſuche conten 
tion, and be ſo erneſt foꝛ ſo lpght cauſes, ye 
(pf I mpabt ſpeake it) very fookyſPe triffes, 
and when there be many Jpaber matters to 
be foked vpon, to evercyſe theyʒ ſtudye, and 
to labour to put downe berdes, which gur te 
nother god no2 manne : no2 pet there is anpe 
cauſe why they Pukde go aboute to defende 
their oppimon by certapne ne we pꝛouincialł᷑ 
ſawes, the whiche tHoughe they were neuer 
ſo firmeky ſrengthed — man, ps aft$ongbe 
the pope agreed to the 6pm ſelfe, pet if here 
be founde a truer reaſon, they be Bothe 6:00 
ken, cozrected, and changed. Foz the kawes, 
the decrees, and inftitutions,foz canſe made, 
as the nede of matters requireth, and as the 
tyme aſketh, the pope by the counſapke of bis 
BzefGerne, and of his hyghe power, dothe 
daily co2recte, fo:do,02depne, and ſtablyPe: 
and theſe e that they agree Ipon, oz 
he alone, be f foz lawes. And it is moſte 
— p20nided by pꝛecepte of the hygh ru- 
fer of the lawea, that euer łaſte lawe ſp all 
wype away the fpaſte. 
But what moe euident 02 moze holy fawe 
alf we ſeeke, ſoz the wearynge of _— 
an 
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than that ſame, whiche the hyghe $pſPoppe 
Julius the ſec onde, and Clement the. vil. did 
Pew in thep2 tyme, 6p iheyʒ owne examples 
gyuynge © Jt pleaſed Julius konge ſpme to 
weare a bearde, Jt pfeaſed Cłement alſo fo 
weare a bearde, Jt pleaſed (he holy college 
of Car dinakles to doo the ſame, Jt pleaſed 
both ihe other pꝛelates and pooze pzieſtis in 
ſpke wyſe : And Pall we farie fo foke out an 
other counſaypke, when in dede there is none 
ſuche at all r Oz Pak? we denpſe to renewe 
weake fawes, oz thoſe that be nowe wozne 
out: when this ſame liuely fawe is fo this 
dape euerp where in ſtrengtße, enery where 
obſerued, foupngely recepued, and putfe in 
Iſe in enerpe place, foz a fawe made and 
app2oned © 

Amonge the Henefians, tbe Piſane, the 
Brutians, the Cafabers, tbe Hicifians, a- 
monge them of Champayne, amonge the Ro 
mayne, ihe Etruſcians, and many ofber peo 
ple of talie, where as eche citie is inſtitnted 
with right faudabke fawes and moſte Honeſt 
maners, it is eſtemed and taken foz a Berpe 
qreatfe offence, fo kyſſe an other mans wyfe 
02 His donaſtev , And pet in the cHiefe parte 
of the ſame region, and betwene the founs 
fapne of Pady and Doꝛia, and from thenſe 
by 
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by aff iße monntapnes of Affob2oges, and 
in euery citie, (Hat is moſte popukouſky in54s 
byted with frenche menne, and villages be⸗ 
twene Ppzen and Repnes,from tbe eaſte par 
tis to the greatte occean ſee, tHe ſame licence 
of kyſſynge is ſo moche ſuffred, that whan 
ſo ener thou ſp alte come to the Fowſe of thin 
oofte, oz of thy frende, excepte tHon fyaſt of 
off ky ſſe His wpfe, his daugßters, and af 0- 
ther women in (He howſe, and beckpp theym 

in thyne at mea, thon ſpafte be iudged chur - 

lyſſpe, 02 pzoude, 02 efs to be th̊eyʒ ennemie. 

And ſo that, that among ds Here is tHought 

to be a Pamefukke thynge, is taken amonge 

them foz a great gentyfnes and a famiſiari- 

tie. Of ſuche weight is the cuſtome and ma⸗ 

ners of people of longe tyme vſed . Alſo in 

ſome cities and countrepes , ſome thpnges 

not ſo honeſte, are pet by reaſon of cuſtome 
and vſe, and fonge and ſure conſente of the 
people, growen into a lawe. And thynke ye 
than to take away this ſame venerable ma- 
ner, of grauitie and ſadnes, that auß bene 
re teyned and allowed both by the examples 
of the high byſßoppes, and alſo by tHe imi⸗ 
tation of af the people Neptber ye remem- 
br not tHe ſapenge of the moſt wiſe pzince, 
beinge dapkye pꝛoned afoze pony eyes: Eos 
qui 


% =» =» » 5» > ©» © > Y\ 


Barbis, 2 

qui aliter uiuere nolunt , quim ſe habeant 
mores eorum, inter quos uiuunt, ſuſpicios 
ſos, aut intemperantes haberi , ©Tbey that 
lyue after an other ſoꝛte, then the cuſtome is 
of the people and countreye , where they 


dweffe, are taken foz ſuſpicions and Inrulp 


perſones . And if ye toynke it beft to ſtycke 
fo one fatve, what ſo ener it be, whether if be 
weake, cozrnpte, oz of ſmall effecte : doo pe 
not ſee the mooſte ſadde ſentences of men a⸗ 
geynſte pon, whiche haue the High ancte zitie 
Bothe to interpzete and to make tbe fawees * 
F 02 thep, whiche by their high power haue 
made lawes to alk the wozkde , what fawes 
they hane made of pꝛieſtis beardes, it appe - 
reth moze plapne ly by theym ſeffe , ihanne 
tbougtze they adde grauen it in a table of 
b zaſſe. But admptte it be an offence : graunt 
al ſo (thongß it appere not) that Alep ander 
the thyꝛde, was of tbe ſame mynde, as pʒin⸗ 
ted bokes do ſpewe. Mode oner, grannte if 
to be eſtemed a lotizky dede : and that a pzieſt 
with a be arde ongßt nat to meddelk with mi- 
niſt ration of the holp ſacramentis , noz be in 
copany among me:but (after pour iugemẽt) 
to be epiłed 02 kept in perpefuaff pziſon,wek 
go fo, let your oꝛatours begyn to accuſe ys, 
let them do theyz Vttermoſte, leite them ley 
to ont char ges what ſo ener they can be foʒe 
ig e 
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ige indges, let them make Be fo fozfapt our 
goodes, and lyke as rebefs x murderers ar 
wo nte to be handled, let ihem mynde ko in 
treate vs . But where 7 Where Pal the ind⸗ 
ges be © Befoze whom ſp af igep ple de then 
cauſe ? who ſp all aknowfedge this fo be an 
offence © who Palk — vs? wolle 
haue them go to tHoſe that be moſte ſadde g 
beſt aduiſed, and vnto them, to whoſe ſenten 
ces and determinations not onelp al the com 
mon people, but alſo men of gret reputation 
and might wyl ſtande. T bis is the iugement 
of the twekne men, wbhiche are ozdeyned to 
ſytte in the biBops pakaice, to gyue ſentence 
Ppon matters in debate : Of the whiche ma 
ner there were ſome tyme certapne menne a⸗ 

monge the Grekes (when they flouryſſped) 

cal red Amphictyones, whiche concer ninge 
the lawes, did make anſwere to al maner of 
peopfe . And theſe (J ſeye) be the indges, 
whiche we had nede to Hane to make an ende 
of our matter, Therfoze beholde vs here re 
dp at Hande, we neither tebelle age ynſt yon, 
no2 we are not about to fee, we be contente 
to abyde the indgement, pe Pakk not nede to 
attache vs, and kepe vs in holde. Begyn ye 
nowe to call fo2 tugement , Bebofkde here as 
foze pour eies a holte college of choſen men, 


of 
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of good lyfe, and well ſkyffed in the kawes, 
wer vðppon do pe tarie © Foz what cauſe are 
ye ſo abaſPed 7 12 pour 
be very farre fo ſeke, Where is nowe the bes 
gynnynge of pour accuſation ? that Gorzible 
wouuder, that pzieſies Pukd weare beardis, 
whiche pe ſaye is a newe crime, iat was nes 
ner garde of befoze this tyme ? Derify pe 
mape nowe perceyne poure owne folpe, and 
what tryfils pe haue getßered fo gether as 


02 pe can 


des, that pour bnſpnes Palk be laughed 10 
ſcozne with eue ry mant Neither there is anp 
cauſe whp,that pou being but iß e in nombze 
02 foure at the moſte, Pukde thpnke to Sane 
the true knowlege, This is pour yt, g not 
your in g where as af men thongßte 
Befoze, that it was but an errour in pou foz 
lacke of knowlege, nowe ſeinge pe ſtycke ſtyl 
in your opinion, the trut$ apperyng ſo plein 
afoze pour face, euery man mape knowe, ye 
do it not of ignoꝛ ance, but of a very pꝛoude 


and ob ſtinate my nde, left y our euyk meni 
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d oulde be percepued. Stynte ye therfoze 
nowe to make any further buſpneſſe , and 
thoſe maners of men, whiche pe ſe are mefe 
to be vſed, affowe pe them alſo, oz efs if pou 
Be ſo tender and defpcate, that pe can not a- 
byde fo be ſene lyke men, pet be contente af 
the leeſte wape,that other men vſe them ſel fe 
as thᷣey ſpulde do. 

Thus pf pe intende fo defermpne poure 
matter, by ige lawes, pe ſee fo what paſſe 
if wyll comme. If pe grounde pon Ppon 600 
neſtie, pe can fynde no ſuche honeſtie in ſmo⸗ 
thynge of a mans face. Jf pe wolle ſpeake 
of tuſtome and maners : the ſame cuſtome 
to weare a bearde is ſo vſed wilß pzincis 
and chiefe reulere, that nowe if mape be tq- 
ken foz a lawe. 

Beßold J beſeche pon tHe ancient dockonrs 
of our Senate howſe, whiche are men ſo ep - 
ceffent in all mener ſciences, whiche are not 
wonte to do any thynge ont of good 02dex : 
pe ſe them weare beardes, which tbyng they 
wolde not do, evcepte they thought it mete 
fog a pzieſte, x foz euer Honeſt man. Jn con - 
cluſion amonge alk theſe excellent men, thou 
ſp alte fynde very fewe without beardes, 
And thoſe few, if thon woldeſt demaund fox 
what cauſe they were no beardes, they — 
ma 
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make many offer evcnſes,r afGer #67 ſei, it is 
Bnſemeky ſoꝛ a ma of holy o2dere,nof dons - 
tynge to pꝛeferre the truth befoze their own 
maners , What ſpuld J Here teherce any mo 
evdpfes of other holy men, as archbyPBops 
and 6yſPoppes , that hane wozne beardes, 
whic he wolde not haue wozne them, evcepte 
they had knowen very wel, it was not repug 
nant to the lawes of Ch:ift 5 x Bat any man 
be ſo bol de fo retite other lawes before their 
evampkes* when it is openky knowen , that 
they wold not vſe a ffpnae, which was not a 
patron of perfecte religion and honeſt ma- 
ners. Me t6pnketh our accuſers Pukd nowe 
wave werp, fo ine that thing ynek, which 5p 
the conſent of ak good men is alkowed to be 
botge ſemefy and fandabfe, Furthermoze 
Gere they recyte a lawe fox they parte, if 
pereth there is no ſuche: but (as J gaue 
ſayde sy fakſe weytynge, that taken foꝛ a 
fawe, that neuer was ſo 02depned: if it were 
let theym vnderſtande,that by the evamplfes 
of the two Hy ah byPBops, Julius 4 Clement, 
if is ckene abzogate 7 adnulled. Ff any man 
wok ſep, that they myght not bete it, than let 
him deny al the lawes made by them. what 
ſpal g ſep to theſe felowes, which wol befene 
nothyng but thepz owne fantaſies, to theym 
D 2 there 
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there is noihynge har de within an ofpne ,noz 
wittzont a nutte, Foz pf ffere be any ancto- 
rit ie gyuen to pzincis and fo general counſei 
les, pꝛieſtis onght to weare bear des. 
Mone ouer if they had not indged it ſemeky 
foz a rełigious man, they wold neuer haue cõ 
manded that pꝛʒieſtes ſpᷣuld be vnſß auen, noz 
they wolde neuer haue ſuffered theyz owne 
facis to be pictured with beardes, 

Tbe picture of Julius is made with a ber de 
in the ſpabt of all men, The face of Cle mẽt 
is dayly copned with a bearde bothe in gol d 
and ſpluer. But (Hoſe men (wiege ſo cruef- 
fp veve Ys) whan they condempne bear des, 
they vnderſt onde not, that they blame the 
byabe byſſPoppe, pꝛefate s, and other ſadde 
men, and that they mocke the conſtitutions 
of holy men: they damne Peter and Paule, 
and alk the ar poſteſ s, ye and they fey immo 
deſtie to Chziſte hym ſelfe. There is go man 
moze vniuſte then he, whicte thynketh no⸗ 
toynge welle doone , but that that he dothe 
hym ſeffe. 

But fo2 whal intent do they make alk this 
buſpnes © Foz what cauſe go they ſo Buſify 
about to moue and put away aff berded men 
from mimſtrynge of the ſacramentis, from 
the chin che, from all mens companpesr g 

can 


| pleaſures of this wozlkde, and to fine in wil⸗ 
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can not diniſe what they ſhaulde meane; 
cepte they wol de hane ſeynt Hohn Baptyſte, 
ſeynt Jamis, and ſeynt Jerom, with many 
other banyſPed ont of henen. Foz it apperit6 
bp our adnexſaries indgemente, that thoſe 
were frowarde perſons, rebefs,and cozrnp- 
ters of good manere. Foz what other thing 
Bp ffep2 inferpzetation , maket6 tHep Gym, 
that weareth a bearde, but a pzonde and an 
yueft man, th̊at fpueth not after tHe fawes £ 
and he is wycked, that deſernet$ to be bas 
nyſſped out of the cHurche of CHzifte, O ig 
60we myſerabke and vnſappy were all theſe 
Gokpe men Befoze named, to choſe a łyfe ſo 
peynfulk and fabozous, as to ſozſake af the 


derneſſe, to make thepz bodpes feane with 
faſtynge, watcHynge, and pꝛapenge : if they 
Poukde onefy foz ihepʒ beardes be indged 
Befoze god foz puetk tpuers, Ho donbteth, 
if they, whiche nowe weare deardes, hark 


se indged foz yuelk fpuers, but that thoſe 


holy men befoze ſapde, and other that Sane 
ben ancfours of that facion, Pakbe fyke wiſe 
accuſed of our adnexſaries. 

gf we demaunde of our acenſers, wha af⸗ 


ſection they haue to be made ſo —— 
done 


"he 
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done bycanſe the heares ſßuld not be dypped 
in he mooſte holye bfoudde of C6 ziſte: And 
they ſep, and it is de ry trouth, that al Honoz 
and reuerence ought to be done to this moſte 
Bleſſed ſacrament, Bunt J beſeche pou than, 
is there any thynge the leſſe xrenerence done 
to this moſte bygh ſacrament, if the miniſter 
ſdewe hym ſelfe (as Ale vis ſayth) moze fike 
a man than a woman © Foz Afevis ſaythe, 
that God is nat offended with heares, the 
wbhiche ſerne to expzeſſe the perfecte ſtate of 
man. J beſeche pou, be Heares ſo fpft6p, and 
ſo greatkye to be deſpiſed, that they are nat 
wozthy to come nete the bleſſed ſacrament * 
But fouke napkes, ſcabby fpnaers, a fyfthy 
face, with all the reſte of the Bodpe Beſpde 
map do it none Inreuerence: g thpnke thoſe 
men then, that a bearde is ſo fykthy a tinge, 
and ſo Hatefuk to god, that it may in no ma- 
ner wpſeccomme nere the bleſſed ſacrament © 
And pet foz ak this , the ſekſe ſame thynae, 
the whiche they commannde ſo holily to be 
done, they doo bit not theym ſeffes, Foz 
whiche of alk theſe holy menne (J wolf not 
cal le them diſſemb lers) ſPakk pon fynde, that 
is ſp auen euerp dap, as the pꝛieſtes of E gipt 
be © And epcepte they do Pane their berdes 
euery dap, 02 els ones foz al, plucke out the 
Geares 
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Geares by the rootes, ffep are not able fo 
perfourme ffep2 ſapenge, F 02 within a dape 
after, oʒ two at ißᷣe moſte, when ie y mini- 
ſtre ageyne, they contaminate (he bleſſed ſa⸗ 
crament wilh heates, and co mytte ihe ſame 
offence, foʒ whiche they accuſed them that 
weave berades, They woll ſep, 1Hat the vn⸗ 
ckennes of the heares, that haue growen but 
a day 02 a weke is not k\pke to that that bath 
growen a mone tg, a pere, o longer fyme ; 
as who wol de ſape, if were none offence fox 
a man to pᷣzeke the faſtynge dap with a calfe 
of a weke 02 a moneth ofde,bnt be that ſpuld 
eate a great ove dpd grenouſky offende, And 
ſo our moſte diſcrete accnſers wolk ſepe, that 
the moſte bleſſed ſacr amente is not offended 
with a Heer of one day 02 a weekis growing, 
But ge that touchethe it with a longe geare, 
that hath growen a moneth, 02.4 Holke pere, 
doth vnreuerentky vſe if. Trewelp this ſens 
tence is of ſo ſmalke effecte, and ſo Interne, 
td at it is not woztbye to be taried any fone 
ger öppon. q 
Tberfoze lette vs paſſe oner this,and we 
that be menne,kette Bs kepe with af diligẽ ce, 
tee ſame ſobze and honeſte cuſtome of bear⸗ 
des, ſeing is can be pꝛoued by no reaſon, y 
a fearde ſPuld be diſpiſed, 
D + On 
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On the other parte ſmothynge and Pauin g 
(as J haue ſapde alwayes) whetber it hap⸗ 
pen to a man by nature, 02 by handy craft, it 
dothe Pewe an outward apparence of ſynne, 
and wyckednes,o2 el s of other thinges, whi 
che are not woꝛthy to be pꝛeyſed. 
Vet bycanſe they wolde haue ſomewhat 
moe fo babbfe Ippon, they ſep, it beſemet6 
not a pꝛieſte fo pzofeſſe by his Habyte , a ſos 
roſofult, 02 a heuy mpnde, Beholde theſe Ba 
lyant defenders of our chꝛiſten religion. Be 
holde the grauitie and wpſedome of thoſe, 
whiche wolde take Ippon them fo be other 
mennes gydes, they wol de haue pꝛzieſtis to 
ſpewe in their out warde ſemblance none 0- 


ther thynge but myꝛth and fpabtenes , as it 


were a ſcoffer (pe if J mougHt ſep the truth) 
euen lyke a bandy iefter. welk let vs graunt 
to that. Admptte that a berde is a token of 
ſo20w g Heupnes :meane pe than, that pꝛiſtis 
ſp oulde neyther monrne , noz be fronbfed in 
t6ey2 mpndes, noz yet lyue after their owne 
pleaſure © O ſtony Hartis, O cruek mpndes, 
of the whiche ſozte there was neuer none 
harde of befoze , DnaHble not pꝛieſtes moſte 
of alk to mourne in this mpſcrable wozkde, 
when there is no man that hath any cauſe to 
kanghe r we axe conſtrepned by Nature to 
monrne 
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mourne foz the koſſe of euerpe dere befoned 
thynq. There is no man except he be madde, 
that woll foꝛbydde the mother to mourne af 
the — of her ehyl de. Und wold theſe 
delycate ſekowes of — court of Rome, kette 
and fo2bydde Is to wepe and wapke in oure 
owne funerals 7 wolk they fozbpdde vs fo 
mourne and make ſo20we, to beholde Howe 
all Italie is ouerronne and , fo ſee 
the noble citie of Rome ſubdued, ſpopked, and 
robbed, and the inßhabitantis therof — 
and ſkapne, to ſee the great vepation of all 
chziſtend ome, and in the 2 and feare of ſo 
manpfolde great perpks , and finally in bes 
hol dynge the confuſion of the holle wozkde, 
wol they warne ds fo be heuy and ſ020wfuf? 
And as moche of tal y as remapnetß, kpet6 
reked vp in the aſſpes of her bu IIS 
parte therof is moze conſunged 0: foe, then 

that that konged to pꝛieſtis. ads the 4 
lyen the hotte glowyng cooles, whiche ſeme 
to kendell vp a farre greatter fpze (ere it be 
ongtzt longe) than is paſſed, And is it not le⸗ 
fukk fo2 vs, at freſt wyſe to Pew a mourning 
chiere, and with a hen countenaunce to wit - 
nes our great dzede, and myſerabke foztnne*? 
And we beinge fozſaken of ſo many chziſten 
pꝛincis, and mooſte „* * ys 
whoſe 
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whoſe counſeple and ſufferaunce, we were 
caſte out as a common pꝛape, and alk taken, 
as many as were at Rome, and ſpoyfed of 
alk our goodes that we hadde, and are beg ⸗ 
255 with intollerable tributis, and we 
uffre and endure great crueſtie, iniur ie, and 
many folde miſerie s, and we be not pet lyke 
fo ſee an ende of theſe great cakamities : foʒ 
not onefp our foes, but alſo our frendes do 
dayly catche from vs what ſo euer they can, 
and they ſpare nat ſo moche as pertepne to 
the honſes of religion. And pet our accuſer s 
in ih is vnlucky and moſte myſeraßle tyme, in 
ſo great darkenes of the common weale, in 
ſo great perturbation of all thynges, goo 4- 
Boute fo fozbydde Bs, with feare of conr- 
ſynge, that we in no wpſe Pulkde lament our 
vInluckynes of mooſte wzetched chaunce. 
Aff the wozkde gapethe to deuoure Italye: 
T bey haue ſucked it as nere as they can, and 
tho ſe ſcrappes that remayne, they intende to 
ſwype cle ane awape. 

And theſe, our ydefk accuſers take thongßt 
ſoz nothjynge, but ayne theym ſekfes onelye 
to ſkouthe, and they pzepare fo fpue in des 
fpte and eaſe, in luſte and in kfpkynge, and 
god aboute to ſpaue and to make ſmothe 


they facis , fpke as tgowabe thereby thep 
Pufd 
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ſpulde greattely helpe and ſneconr ie como 
mon welle of c62iftendome, wbiche is now 
in greatte ieoperdpe and rupne , And ihey 
t6pnke they haue ſufficientely pꝛouyded * 
vo, if they can per ſwade vs fo fonſabe oure 
mannelp ſtate, and to ſßewe our ſel fes lyke 
women. But J woll bpdde them fare welk, 
and as men Pnwozthp of honeſt companpe, 
to be ſent awap ſomewbytber , where they 
map remapne vnknowen, and kpe and iniope 
tbepz fonde appetite. We wolle iudge theym 
woztby of none oißer punyſſßement, noz we 
wolk neyther enupe thepz quietnes ,noz yet 
hate theym, foz that they be ſo delycate fo 
them ſelfe, in caſe that they dare not, noz be 
not able, to hurte 02 hynder the maners of 
menne, that haue bene welle and diſcretelp 
oadepned, 

But wherto ſß ulde g ſtryue 02 reaſon any 
further with pou agepnſte the ſmothene s of 
ſPanynae, ſeinge it gathe ben pzoued to pou 
Bothe By the inſtitulions and holy pzeceptis 
of oure fozefathers in olde ſyme, that we 
ought to let our beardes growe, to thintent 
we mape fokowe the epaumpfe of L6zifte 

g bis diſcipkes,and of ſo many other fathers 
that ledde a perfecke good lyfe, and fo the 
intente we mongHte eſchewe and aduopde 


the 
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the occaſions of rep2ofe and ſckaunder, and 
to fle the ſuſpicion and detraction of delycat 
nes, and faſte of alk to the intent we monabe 
be inged rather men than women? Foz what 
t auſe ſhul de we be aſß amed of our beardes,' 
if it be well ſßewed, woßat a bearde is, and 
Howe well it deco meth a ſadde and an honeſt 
ma, If it be wel pꝛoued, how qretfp a berd in 
tre ſeth the dignitie of a pꝛʒiſt? why Pukd we 
be aſſßamed of a bearde, if we fynde that 
By the lawe of nature, it is neteſſarp, and by 
the lawe w2ytten, acceptable to — and bp 
the lawe of grace it is no where diſcommen⸗ 
ded, (If the errour of (Hem be onercome, that 
holde the contrary opinion: Hf afſo the opi⸗ 
nion, that the bleſſed ſacrament ſpuld be pol⸗ 
kuted with eres, de wpped awe p, and that it 
is welk pꝛoued, that a bearde doth none of⸗ 
fence to the renerence of that moſte High di ⸗ 
nine miſterie: If the high pꝛincis of our chꝛi 
ſten religion haue made a fawe ageynſte ſp a⸗ 
nynge, whiche as appe reth by their own ex⸗ 
ampkes they wolde we ſpuld ſolowe: Jf Bs 
pon the ſame lawe there hath folowed not a 
ſecrete, no2 a darke, but an open and a com⸗ 
mon conſente of ige peopłe, ye and weknere 
of all maner of nations, which enerp where 


are ſene to ſtande ſtyffelp in that oppinion : 
| wher⸗ 
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wßer foze then, J beſeche pon, ſpuld not we 
ſtycke and le ane to reaſon rather then to abu 
ſion r and rather folo we the examples of ſo 
many ver tuous and noble men, than ele aue 


to the opiniò of a few ſuperſtitious perſons ? 


If the indgement of this matter were como 
myttted to me, J wolde gyne a pe rpetualle 
ſentence, that from Gene frathe no man be⸗ 
ynge pꝛofeſſed info holp o2ders,Pufde Pane 
bis Bear de 1 fo the d ſe of thoſe 
holy fatßers: whiche knowynge it a thank⸗ 
fulk thynge to god, made ſuch Bowes, when 
they intended moſte to be reconciled agepne 
to bym. Oz elles J feare me, we ſß all ones 
agepne pꝛouoke the pze of god ageynſte Be, 
who beinge diſpleaſed with ſuche feminine 
dekpcatencs (as ſPaupnage and ſmothynge of 
our ſkpnnes, and makynge ſofte our lyppes, 
and perfumynge, and ſueße other) we mape 
very well beſene, he dydde ſende al kyndes 
of miſche fe into the towne of Rome, whiche 
yet hytherto we fele: And ther ſoze he come 
maunded our goodes to be taken frome va, 
and our ſumptuous Houſes to be ether ouer 
t620wen 02 efs burned, and many other de ⸗ 
lytes of our wanton mpndes to be plucked 

awep from vs. 
But when he Pall ſe vs retour ne to a bei⸗ 
ter 
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De ſacerdotum 
ter mynde, and that we cal to remembꝛance, 
that we be mẽ, and entred into holp 02ders, 
and that we wol chaſtiſe our kuſt g lyking, g 
ſet naught by delectations and pfeaſures of 
this woꝛlde, and cfene fozſake our ſofte and 
feminate affections, ⁊ wptnes by our berdis, 
tgat we intende to leade a moze conſtant and 
manky lyfe : without doute He wol metigate 
bis diſpleaſure, and begyn to turne theſe bit 
ter and cruel? chaſtiſinge s into a moze eaſpe 
and moꝛe gentyl punpſß ment, and af the faſt 
graunt vs an ende of our cal amities and mi⸗ 
ſeries, that haue ſo konge continued. But in 
caſe we wol begyn to Hſe ageyne our ofde fa 
cion of delicate and ſpnfulk liuing, J am ſoze 
afer de, leſt that he being moze angry, ⁊ moze 
diſpkeſed to warde Vs, than ener he was bes 
foze, woll ſende ſo Parpe punyſPement a⸗ 
monge da, that it wylk fyttef? auapłe vo, fo 
pꝛay him of pitie: and ihat he wol withd2zaw 


aweye from vs his grace, and ſuffre Bs fo 


ſlyde into all cakamities, and ſo, (wbiche al⸗ 


myghty god defende ) the vniner ſall furpe of 


al the world, beincte ſtered vp to crueltie, ge 
ſpat turne into our miſche fe, ſo that in coͤclu⸗ 
tion, what by the menes of onr wicked — 
and the vngentpl dealyng of the r 
akbe Iᷣtterly diſtroyed. 

FINIS. 
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